
We celebrated when the
Tories were booted from
Office. After seven long years
of New Labour rule it is clear
that nothing has changed in
favour of ordinary working
class people.

New Labour ha ve lost their w ay -
foundation hospitals, public /
priv ate finance initiativ es, tuition
fees, priv atisation, expensiv e
and un wanted w ars - a
Government elected b y working
people, ruling for global big
business.

They ha ve tak en o ver the
political center-Right from the
Tories. It is time for the Left to
unite to fight against the
conserv ativ e policies being
followed b y Blair and his cronies.
Groups lik e ours are springing
up all o ver the UK. With
proportional representation in
Scotland, the broad left Scottish
Socialist P art y now has six
members elected to the Scottish
Parliament. The potential for the
UK left is huge.

The big top changes but
the clowns remain the
same

New Labour has sold its soul to
the highest bidder . It is now the
part y of business, run b y
millionaires, opportunist la wy ers
and other assorted
carpetbaggers. The da ys of

Can’t Believe It’s Not Better!
War, Privatisation, Poverty Wages – We’ve Had Enough! 

Labour being the conscience of
the under privileged, the w age
and salary earner are gone
forev er. Labour run public
services are obsessed with
meeting targets, internal
mark ets in health and
education, attacks on legitimate
tr ade union demands, attacks
on civil liberties, attacks on
immigr ants and ethnic
minorities. Labour and
Conserv ativ e policies ha ve
become indistinguishable. The
big top ma y change but the
clowns inside remain the same.

Exeter Socialists - who are
we?

We are people from all
backgrounds and w alks of life.
None of the founder members of
Exeter Socialists belong to a
political part y, howev er being a
member of a political part y does

The People of Exeter Protest the Outbreak of War

not stop y ou joining or
supporting us. The only pre-
requisite is that y ou believ e that
the road forw ard for humanit y is
a socialist one. W e seek a societ y
where people come before profit
- where injustice and the plunder
of people and the en vironment
becomes an unacceptable thing
of the past.

For a New Workers Party!

Trade unionists, communit y
activists, Greens and socialists
are coming together in
democr atic organisations such as
the Ex eter Socialists to mak e a
definitiv e break with New Labour
to start putting power and wealth
back into the hands of the
people. It is time to build a new
mass part y of the working class
and the oppressed  - to fight for
our interests, for social justice,
for socialism.
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Exeter
Socialists are
standing for
election to

the City
Council to
campaign:

Against War - we oppose all w ars
that extend the power and profits
of politicians and business at the
expense of ordinary people. W e
say welfare, not w arfare.

For Accountability - Councillors
should act as delegates under the
control of the elector ate.

For Social Housing - we need the
pro vision of council housing and
the extension of affordable
housing in the cit y. In 2001 the
Cit y Council tried but failed to
priv atise Council Housing. W e will
resist an y future mo ves to
priv atisation.

For the defence of refugees
and asylum seekers - they are
not to blame for cuts in benefits
and services and should be made
welcome here. Against racism
and fascism.

Against privatisation of our
schools and hospitals.

Local go vernment hier archies reflect New Labour's elitist views. Ma yors
or leaders, with a hand-pick ed cabal of councillors acting as a "cabinet"
tak e decisions behind closed doors reducing other councillors to
"scrutin y" roles. The public are not informed of the decisions until it is too
late to lobb y or protest.

At the top , council directors are paid fortunes, y et they a void being held
accountable for failures, they negotiate themselv es expensiv e
redundancy packages and then re-emerge hired b y priv ate firms who are
taking o ver council services. The rest of the council workforce see their
terms and conditions being cut back each y ear, find themselv es handed
over to the priv ate sector , or giv en misery pa y increases. Whenev er local
government services are criticised, New Labour councillors and council
chief officers alik e are quick to scapegoat the workforce.

The Ex eter Socialists will pa y chief officers a maximum w age and ensure
that all council work ers are paid a minimum w age of the European Union
Decency Threshold. W e would ensure that council work ers were entitled
to paid maternit y and paternit y lea ve, and would defend, not attack, their
other terms and conditions. W e would pro vide free workplace nurseries
and ensure that equal emplo yment opportunities are a realit y. W e will
end the use of casual tempor ary staff and emplo y all staff on the same
terms and conditions.

Exeter Socialists are committed to open, tr ansparent and accountable
decision-making in local go vernment. W e call for all decisions to be tak en
in public, with the in volv ement of the local communit y and with plent y of
opportunit y for campaigns, consultations and lobb ying. There should be
full-scale freedom of information for the public to see council documents. 

Daily , we are sw amped b y a barr age of stories, scares and outright
lies from the main political parties and the press regarding
immigr ants, asylum seek ers, refugees and ethnic minorities. The
effect is to divide us and to deflect us from confronting the real
issues of ev ery da y life - bad w ages, high prices, absence of
housing, w ar, lack of democr acy and the sell off of public assets. 

We sa y that work ers from an y part of the world are welcome here
and that asylum seek ers should ha ve the same rights to public
services as an yone else. W e oppose compulsory dispersal of
asylum seek ers and the hateful, demeaning v oucher system.
Scapegoating people because of the colour of their skin, their
country of origin, or their religion has nev er pro vided a decent job ,
nev er built a house or a hospital, nev er pro vided a good education.
Racism benefits only the few who exploit and profit from the rest
of us. 

In this climate, the fascists of the British National P art y ha ve
pla yed the r ace card, ha ve grown and continue to do so in some
areas. The record of Ex eter anti-fascists shows that b y consistently
opposing and exposing them seriously weak ens their influence.
Significantly , the fascists are not standing in Ex eter local elections.
Howev er, they are standing in the Euro elections and  the BNP are
going all out in a bid to win European seats. 

We do not want the BNP in Exeter
Sunda y 6 June is a national da y of action
against the BNP and a united displa y of
black, white and Asian solidarit y will deter
them. The council should mak e it clear that
any place pla ying host to the Nazis will no
longer get an y business from the council.

Low Wage
Busters!!

Dev on is notorious for its low pa y
and terrible conditions. But as the
Dev on bus work ers recently
demonstr ated, pa y and conditions
can be impro ved.

Are y ou earning less than the
European threshold of decency
wage, currently £7.40 per hour? 

If so , let us know and we will mak e
every effort to name and shame
your emplo yer and to organiz e
your colleagues into an effectiv e
union for fair pa y.

Blow the whistle! T alk in complete
confidentialit y on 07799 700 162

Racism and Fascism, nasty politics

The Council and Local Government



Blair and New Labour ha ve let their v oters down. They'v e suck ed up
to big business and the rich and ignored the needs and interests of
those who elected them into office. This is the fourth richest country
in the world and y et we ha ve one of the worst health and education
systems in the industrialised world, despite the hard work and sacrifice
of our teachers, nurses and doctors. This is simply because New
Labour hasn't put in the money .

They'v e found money to spend on w ar in Afghanistan and Ir aq where
thousands of innocent civilians ha ve now been killed. But they can't
find the money for our pensioners and old people's homes. Blair talks
of modernising the public services but what he means is more
priv atisation. In fact Blair has simply continued with the failed policies
of his T ory predecessors.

And don't imagine the Lib Dems will be an y better . Wherev er they
control the local council they'v e put through the same package of
spending cuts and priv atisation as the T ories and New Labour .

VOTE FOR CHANGE
This election is a chance to v ote for change. The fact is there are more
than enough resources in Britain to pro vide decent low-cost housing,
and a first class health, education and tr ansport system for all. There
are the resources to ensure the en vironment is properly protected and
our pensioners get the income and support they deserv e.

Exeter Socialists are opposed to priv atisation of local services. Our
councillors will campaign against further priv atisation, and to bring
priv atised services back under public control. W e will campaign for the
repeal of Best V alue and Public Priv ate P artnership schemes, and for
councillors to decide the priorities of council services in conjunction
with the local workforce and communit y. W e will oppose ev ery attempt
at priv atisation, and will scrutinise all priv atisation proposals to expose
the role of big business.

Stop the War - End the
Occupation

The illegal in vasion and occupation of
Ir aq grinds on. All the reasons for
going to w ar, weapons of mass
destruction, links to terrorism, regime
change for a new democr acy, ha ve
been pro ved false. T ens of thousands
have died and billions of pounds ha ve
been spent for two objectiv es - US
control of oil resources and a
political/military foothold in the
middle east. 

Exeter Socialists ha ve been at the
forefront of the anti-w ar mo vement in
the south west, militantly opposing
the in vasions of Afghanistan and Ir aq.

We call for the immediate
withdrawal of troops from both
countries.

We need an integr ated, publicly owned,
democr atically accountable and
environmentally friendly system of
tr ansport. 

Under de-regulation of bus services,
Exeter is increasingly chok ed b y cars.
Mean while, those who are dependent on
buses find that their services are cut,
leading to increasing isolation. W e support
subsidised bus fares for pensioners and
will bring the entire bus network into
public ownership , under democr atic
control of bus work ers and users. 

Integrated transport

We propose in vestment in an affordable,
fully accessible and high qualit y
integr ated tr ansport system, including
urban light r ail, bus services, tr affic
calming, home z ones in residential areas
and extensiv e pro vision for cy cling and
walking. W e do not believ e that Britain's
tr affic and tr ansport problems can be
solv ed b y the building of new roads, and
would not support an y new road schemes
unless they had the clear support, after
genuine democr atic consultation, of the
communities affected.

We campaign for the entire r ail network to
be brought back into public ownership ,
and placed under the control of those who
work on and use it.

Urgent action is required if we are to sa ve our planet from
environmental degr adation. Global solutions must inter act with local
solutions. 

We propose measures leading to decreased car use. Cheap and
integr ated public tr ansport must be introduced to reduce
environmental pollution. W e campaign for measures to reduce
industrial pollution. Priv atised refuse collections ha ve led to more
rubbish on our streets. W e need high qualit y refuse services, publicly
owned and accountable. W e will pro vide ev ery household with qualit y
doorstep recy cling facilities, so that at least half our w aste is recy cled
by 2010. Local councils should be pro viding a door to door white goods
collection service. 

New Labour's refusal to in vest in public housing has led to damp ,
energy-inefficient homes. W e will pro vide public gr ants to mak e all
homes energy efficient and impose tough en vironmental standards on
new buildings. W e aim to mak e all public housing damp-free b y 2010,
and will require priv ate landlords to maintain priv ate rented housing
in good repair and damp-free.

Our cit y centre has been blighted b y large-scale out of town
supermark et dev elopments that encour age car use. P eople who
depended on local shopping are now forced into expensiv e trips to the
supermark et, or reliance on low-qualit y, expensiv e shops.
Supermark ets are some of New Labour's best friends, donating
thousands of pounds as New Labour encour ages more supermark et
dev elopment, abolishing planning inquiries and clamping down on
protests from the local communit y.

Unlit streets encour age crime, and deter man y people from going out
at night. W e will in vest to ensure that all streets are properly lit and
that there are no dark "no go" areas.

New Labour? Old T ory!

Stagecoach should be ours

Save the town - Save the planet



Join the Exeter Socialists...
If y ou wish to know more about the Ex eter Socialists, come along to our
Monda y 7-30PM meetings in the Golden Lion, Clifton Street. W e need
£1000 to run this election campaign - donations pa yable to: 

Exeter Socialists, PO Box 185, Ex eter or ring 07799 700 162 
e-mail: info@ex eterleft.freeserv e.co .uk
Web: http://www .ex eterleft.freeserv e.co .uk

Council Tax Nightmare

When the poll tax collapsed, the
Tories concocted Council T ax, a
blatantly unfair tax that protects
the wealth y and penalises the
low paid. 

Centr al Go vernment funding is such
that for ev ery £1 shortfall Council
Tax needs to rise b y £4. With
shortfalls in go vernment gr ants the
Councils are forced to either mak e
massiv e cuts in services or to
implement huge increases in
taxation.

Unfinished Business

Dev on pensioners ha ve started a
fight back against the Council T ax
by refusing to pa y the latest
increases - we fully support them in
breaking this unjust la w. They ha ve
tak en their inspir ation from the
anti-poll tax mo vement that ended
the poll tax b y non-pa yment. Man y
of us Ex eter Socialists are proud to
have been activ e organisers of that
mo vement.

The Tories scr apped the poll tax
only to replace it with another
unfair and regressiv e tax. Labour ,
despite promises ha ve failed to
scrap the Council T ax.

No To Cuts in Services

We oppose cuts in services that hit
pensioners and the poor hardest.
For that reason we do not support
the Dev on Pensioners Action F orum
when they ha ve called for capping
and cuts.

Scrap the Council T ax
Socialists Stand For

¤  A new local authorit y tax,
based on the abilit y to pa y
with the first £10,000 of
earnings ex empt from
taxation.

¤ Increased funding from
centr al go vernment to meet
the needs of each authorit y.
Return the millions stolen
from local go vernment.

¤ Increased share of local
taxation that business pa ys,
with consider ation for small
businesses.

¤ No more cuts.

¤ Councillors who will join
with the communit y to fight
for more go vernment
funding and to impro ve our
services. 

¤ Reversing priv atisation of
our services which w astes
millions of pounds.

¤ W riting off council tax
arrears for those who cannot
pay; end the use of bailiffs.

¤ No extr a charges for
council services.

Fact: 13 million people pa y more
council tax than income tax

Fact: Help the Aged sa y that more
than 1.2 million pensioners fail to
claim Council T ax benefit

Fact: The most expensiv e
properties (band H) pa y only three
times as much as those in the
lowest. 

Fact: The poorest 10% pa y o ver
four times more of their income in
council tax than the richest 10%.
So the Blairs, with an income o ver
£350,000, pa y just £1,140 in
council tax.
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Tax The Rich - Not the Poor

The burden of taxation should be
shifted a way from local to centr al
government. W e are opposed to
simply introducing a local income
tax as the Lib Dems propose since
it will hit families with two adults
earning a bit below the a verage -
mak e the rich and business pa y!

Exeter Socialist Councillors pledge
to fight cuts in services and
increases in the Council T ax. When
elected we will fight alongside
tr ade unionists, communit y
activists and pensioners to fight for
increased go vernment gr ant.


